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Content Marketing

Trend Research Strategies
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Documents to inform your Content Marketing Strategy

Business strategy

Short-term and long-term company objectives
Target audience profile

Tone of voice guidelines

Past content marketing reports

Competitor research

Trend research




Trend

Trend is a general direction in which something is developing or changing.
While researching your topic (area of expertise/business area/niche), you
will notice topics are heavily impacted by trends.

Online trends indicate what people are searching for.

Trends, in additional to seasonality and your niche’s specifics, heavily
influences the context in which you talk about your product.




Example of how trends influence content topics: Exercise & pre-, during, and post-
COVID-19 in the UK

Topic: Exercise | Health | Web Search

1st COVID-19

Lockdown - 23rd March

United Kingdom v 01/03/2022 - 31/05/2022 ~
Related queries Rising v % <> -(
United Kingdom v 01/03/2020 - 31/05/2020 ~ Health v T cccentricexercise
Related queries RliG ¥ & <5 < : 2 trochanteric bursitis exercises

3 patellofemoral pain syndrome exercises
1 coronavirus uk exercise

United Kingdom 01/03/2019 -31/05/2019 ¥ 4 vastus lateralis exercises

2 exercise rules coronavirus
Related queries Rising v ¥ <> <: 5

quad strengthening exercises

3 exercise guidelines coronavirus
6 low back pain exercises pdf

7 exercise for arthritic knee _ 4 exercise and coronavirus >
8 calf strain exercises 5 daily exercise coronavirus
9 exercises to strengthen knees >

10 posture correction exercises



5 Ways to Predict a Trend - link

5 Ways to Predict a Trend

A trend is the distillation of a
novelty—a novelty ,b/a:' time.
You can predict a trend by

anticipating what will remain

of a novelty in a year. In s Business Know-How

chort, a novelty ic the tidal s i

wave and a trend ic whate left

on the beach after the tidal 53 By Jcan Van Renssslar 000

wave recedes.

Spotting a trend ahead of the competition can give you a big leg up. But how do you tell a
trend from a fad? Here are five ways you can spot trends while they are still on the horizon.

A trend is the distillation of a novelty—a novelty plus time. You can predict a trend by
anticipating what will remain of a novelty in a year. In short, a novelty is the tidal wave and a
trend is what'’s left on the beach after the tidal wave recedes.

Anyone can recognize a trend once the tidal wave has receded; the trick is to predict what
will be left on the beach while the tidal wave is still on the horizon. Those who can do this
have a significant business advantage. But being able to do this with accuracy takes


https://www.zenbusiness.com/blog/predict-trends/

Conducting a trend research

e Some trend appearances are seasonal and you can anticipate them, for
example, Halloween, Back to school, or Christmas.

e Some trends are related to geography or local customs, for example Sakura
season in Japan or swimming season in Vienna.

e Some trends were born as part of cultural events and repeat regularly, for
example, International Doughnut Day or a new season of a favourite TV show
(for example, Stranger Things).

e Some trends come quick and require quick response. A very extreme example
would be lockdowns tie-dye loungewear. | call these volatile as they do not
stick around.

e Some trends have been going on for years but have not gone mainstream yet,
i.e. will be relevant only for very specific audiences. Know your audiencel!




Conducting a trend research

e Some trend appearances are seasonal and you can anticipate them, for
example, Halloween, Back to school, or Christmas. you can prepare ahead of time!

e Some trends are related to geography or local customs, for example Sakura
season in Japan or swimming season in VIENNQ. Yoy can prepare ahead of time!

e Some trends were born as part of cultural events and repeat regularly, for
example, International Doughnut Day or a new season of a favourite TV show
(for example, Game of Thrones or Stranger ThiNgS). oy can align with them during trend research!

e Some trends come quick and require quick response. A very extreme example
would be lockdowns tie-dye loungewear. | call these volatile as most does not

stick around. Veky difficult to anticipate - but once the trend starts, you need to be quick (if it makes sense
For your brand to be part of it!)




Examples,
examples!



Game of Thrones trend

B8 Foreign Policy
What can Game of Thrones tell us about our world's politics?

Game of Thrones!!! Setin a
fictional medieval-type
world (that looks juuuuust a bit ... By Daniel W. Drezner, a professor of international..

23 Jun 2011

@® Game of Thrones
Drama series

Worldwide + 2004 - present ¥ All categories ¥

Interest over time

\ The Atlantic

Game of Thrones: Parenting Lessons From Westeros

The tomboyish Arya is

understandably a fan

favorite—she's sharp, blunt, and fearless (and the actress who plays her, newcomer.
2 May 2011

See Every Productin the Game of Thrones x Urban
Decay Makeup Collection

toscll

Web Search v

The 5 incredible beauty trends that Game of
Thrones gave us that we'll all be channelling
this season

Mother of baics

https://www.holmesplace.at > blog » fitness > the-ultima

A i
7,0,\ The ultimate Game of Thrones workouts - Holmes Place
.\ /\4 ! With Jamie Lannister, you can discover the proud but sinister warrior in you! Martial arts
P\‘)"‘ courses are best for this, some extra cardio workouts or a

https://iwww.menshealth.com > workouts > the-game-of.

The Game of Thrones Warrior workout - Men's Health
10 Apr 2019 — Holding a kettlebell in one hand between your legs, squat down until your
thighs are parallel to the floor. Drive upwards through your hips and

https:/iwww.mensjournal.com > health-fitness > kit-hari

Kit Harington's Muscle-Building '‘Game of Thrones' Workout
Pendulum Lunge: Holding dumbbells at sides, take a big step backward with right foot and
lower right knee to floor. With your weight in your left heel, take a




https://www.stadt-wien.at > freizeit - Translate this page

[ J [ ] :
V| enna Ca' ' . 'val Faschingsumzug und Kinderfasching 2022 - stadt-WIEN.at
Kinderfasching in Wien: Umzige und Feste fur die ganze Familie. Kinder mit Huten in

Faschingslaune © Gustavo Andrade/ 123rf.com | Wien bietet Ihren Kindern

L] FaSChing https://iwww.wiener-fasching.at - Translate this page
+ Compare Wiener Fasching | 24. Februar bis 1. Méarz 2022

Search term
Vorhang auf und hereinspaziert beim Wiener Fasching. 2022 wird's Leiwand - eine

Faschingswelt, in der alles erlaubt ist. Auger Normalitat

Vienna v 2008 - present v All categories ¥ Image Search v
Find results on
-
Interest over time ¥ O < 1000things Y Wien \ >
Was ihr am Faschingsdiensta 5 Fasching — Wien Geschichte Wi
1 Jul 2016
W AUUULICAWISU SIpPE - pm FERuUaLs
Rising v & < < Related queries Rising v & <> <
People also ask
1 basteln fasching
Wann ist Fasching 2022 in Wien? v
51 s a1 y . 2 verkleidung
Wie wird Fasching in Wien gefeiert? v
Wann ist heuer Fasching in Osterreich? v ! 3 fasching clipart
Wie wird Fasching in Osterreich gefeiert? b 4 4 fasching bilder
Feedback

5 Serpentine streamer - Topic 5 katze fasching



Researching
trends

Useful tips
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Priority in the content creation queue

1

\

Content that
sells

Drive business

mission.

sales objectives
forward; never
lose sight of your

&

2 )

)

Content that
serves customers

Provide good
service - guides,
communicate
updates, reward

L, loyalty. )

3 \

Content that
trends

Fill the gaps, stay
relevant,
understand what
drives your

customers. }




. %
Documents you will need a b =C

Strategy Report
Content marketing Document or documents
strategy document you use for reporting on

your content

Implementation Competitor research

Editorial calendar for your Create a template to use
website and social media every quarter




Where to find templates?

https://backlinko.com/introducing-content-marketing-hub-2-0
https://nira.com/templates/marketing-templates/
https://blog.hubspot.com/marketing/content-marketing
https://slidesgo.com/
https://slidesgo.com/marketing#rs=menu

Introducing: The Content Marketing

https://www.opensourcealternative.to/ Hub 2.0, A Free Library of Content
Marketing Resources for 2021

m by Brian Dean - Updated Aug. 10, 2021



https://backlinko.com/introducing-content-marketing-hub-2-0
https://nira.com/templates/marketing-templates/
https://blog.hubspot.com/marketing/content-marketing
https://slidesgo.com/
https://slidesgo.com/marketing#rs=menu
https://www.opensourcealternative.to/

Idea list

A list of content you want
to keep for later or use as
inspiration. It can be a
simple WordDoc or you can
use one of many tools
online, such as Pocket or
Google Keep




Some tools for saving discoveries

upOCket SignUp HowtoSave  GoPremium  Support Login
e Pocket - https://getpocket.com/en/ .
m!
- ‘»"‘afr\\“\\- 4
Y —— «

Glﬂ}&ian

How to Keep Your

Making the Perfect

° Pinterest save button 10 veare o pock e S
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/det A o
ail/pinterest-save-button/gpdjojdkbbmd Get l'ight to i Ontsticls

fifahjcgigfpmkopogic?hl=en i B !
the good stuff ﬁ _‘l ~

2
’
> |
Essential Books for the
Well-Read Explorer

Dsme

a0

Your own private corner of the web to spend quality Make Peace With Your

e Simple Google Keep notes - time vithgret arils. Snveste
https://keep.google.com/

Falling in Love With the
Dark

Save

e Evernote - https://evernote.com/

Are Cities Making English is Not Normal
Animals Smarter?

D s s

"TexasMonthly

The Cartel Next Door

Dswe

QUARTZ

How to Structure Your
Day Better

@ sme


https://getpocket.com/en/
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/pinterest-save-button/gpdjojdkbbmdfjfahjcgigfpmkopogic?hl=en
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/pinterest-save-button/gpdjojdkbbmdfjfahjcgigfpmkopogic?hl=en
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/pinterest-save-button/gpdjojdkbbmdfjfahjcgigfpmkopogic?hl=en
https://keep.google.com/

What about the
frequency of trend

research?

- Social media trends

- Google searches for your
area

- Publications relevant to
your niche

Daily

Quarterly

- Competitor research -
what are they doing and
how do we beat them?

Annually

- Check what worked this year
- and plan a strategy to do
better next year

- Align with business goals!



So much content, so little time.
Make your life easier with these tips!

Recycle

Use existing content in a new
format. Article > Explainer video

Use content from
other platforms

Source content from news sites or forums.
For example, reddit Austria or Quora will
have people asking questions - answer
these questions in an article. You improve
your website’s SEO too!

P

Curate content

Create a listicle post - alist
of items you found on the
Internet.

User-generated content

Have an audience? Ask them a question
in a social media poll post and then
publish the results. Or, ask them to send
in examples or use a hashtag to generate
content.
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Audience research

twitter.com/

https://de.quora.com/

reddit.com/

https://answerthepublic.com/
http:/www.whatdoestheinternetthink.net/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Portal:Current_events

https://www.trendhunter.com/pro

People also ask

What are popular vegan foods?
Is Vienna good for vegan?

Is Austria vegan friendly?

Are vegan meals healthy?


https://de.quora.com/
https://answerthepublic.com/
http://www.whatdoestheinternetthink.net/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Portal:Current_events
https://www.trendhunter.com/pro

Competitor research

https://followerwonk.com/
https://builtwith.com/
https:/www.wappalyzer.com/
https://sparktoro.com/
https://www.similarweb.com/
https://www.spyfu.com/

Guides:

https://ahrefs.com/blog/competitive
-intelligence/
https://buffer.com/library/competito

r-analysis/



https://followerwonk.com/
https://builtwith.com/
https://www.wappalyzer.com/
https://sparktoro.com/
https://www.similarweb.com/
https://www.spyfu.com/
https://ahrefs.com/blog/competitive-intelligence/
https://ahrefs.com/blog/competitive-intelligence/
https://buffer.com/library/competitor-analysis/
https://buffer.com/library/competitor-analysis/

Trends (annual/detected ahead of time)

e https:/business.pinterest.com/en-gb/pinterest-predi
%Z - IVNS.TVRUCTVI‘(?VNS -
e https://www.warc.com/feed RN
e https://www.trendwatching.com/ B e Sme e
e https:/www.trendreport.de/ TS e T
e https://about.instagram.com/blog/announcements/i @
nstagram-trends-2022
s
3 F st
=l’i§ -
https:/miro.com/miroverse/consumer-trend-canvas/?hsCt e
aTracking=59ce7e07-02d9-4c93-849e-b08e06fc0a67% casen o
7C7178ab68-b410-488a-a9cb-9ca9a543c61b _5 ggﬁ%ﬁ%%i%

Feuln seccnenee


https://business.pinterest.com/en-gb/pinterest-predicts/
https://business.pinterest.com/en-gb/pinterest-predicts/
https://www.warc.com/feed
https://www.trendwatching.com/
https://www.trendreport.de/
https://about.instagram.com/blog/announcements/instagram-trends-2022
https://about.instagram.com/blog/announcements/instagram-trends-2022
https://miro.com/miroverse/consumer-trend-canvas/?hsCtaTracking=59ce7e07-02d9-4c93-849e-b08e06fc0a67%7C7f78ab68-b41a-488a-a9cb-9ca9a543c61b
https://miro.com/miroverse/consumer-trend-canvas/?hsCtaTracking=59ce7e07-02d9-4c93-849e-b08e06fc0a67%7C7f78ab68-b41a-488a-a9cb-9ca9a543c61b
https://miro.com/miroverse/consumer-trend-canvas/?hsCtaTracking=59ce7e07-02d9-4c93-849e-b08e06fc0a67%7C7f78ab68-b41a-488a-a9cb-9ca9a543c61b

TikTok

e Trends pick up and go haywire VERY FAST

e Dictates FMCG trends, food trends (Pink sauce),
beauty and fashion

e https://www.buzzfeednews.com/article/stefficao/

friendship-pinterest-board-tiktok-trends VW‘@§§%
TS
HEAQREOR

Example: Clinique Black Honey lipstick.

| ]

MAY 19, 2022 NEWS

en mit lhnen auf Reisen! # JETZT SICHERN >

CLINIQUE BLACK HONEY Bestseller  ReisegroBen £3  Feuchtigl

Home / Lippenstift

Almost Lipstick

lass Dir keinen Hype entgehen!

Clinique’s black honey

lipstick is going viral on [ <> i

TikTok for this reason ? aie e |
" |

‘" y Cliniques #1 TikTok-Sensation. Du willst keinen Trend verpass

€13.68/1g

Crisina Montemayor


https://jumble.tv/the-jumblog/10-viral-tiktok-beauty-products-to-buy-in-2022

Social media trends

Tend to be short-lived, volatile, and platform-specific.

Search https:/www.reddit.com/ homepage by “Trending” or “Hot” to see what the
internet is talking about.

Twitter Trends - https://twitter.com/i/trends
https://www.tiktok.com/discover/top-trending?lang=en
https://www.buzzfeednews.com/ & https://www.buzzfeed.com/ - US-specific
https://buffer.com/resources/news-trends/
https://www.buzzfeednews.com/topic/internet-culture



https://www.reddit.com/
https://twitter.com/i/trends
https://www.tiktok.com/discover/top-trending?lang=en
https://www.buzzfeednews.com/
https://www.buzzfeed.com/
https://buffer.com/resources/news-trends/
https://www.buzzfeednews.com/topic/internet-culture

Learning

https://backlinko.com/blog
https://buffer.com/resources/

® https://gizmodo.com/field-guide

® https://digitalmarketinginstitute.com/



https://backlinko.com/blog
https://buffer.com/resources/
https://gizmodo.com/field-guide

Thanks! —

Do you have any questions?

https://www.linkedin.com/in/ane
tapawlik/

CREDITS: This presentation template was created by
Slidesgo, including icons by Flaticon, and infographics &
images by Freepik.



http://bit.ly/2Tynxth
http://bit.ly/2TyoMsr
http://bit.ly/2TtBDfr
https://www.linkedin.com/in/anetapawlik/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/anetapawlik/

